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FOREWNORD Finally we commend the work of the community of people living with HIV in Sri
Lanka, who have tirelessly rewehed and compiled this report. &/are

It gives us great pleasure to share with you the results of the Stigma Index honoured to be involved idelivering itsfindings.

Report and findings.

At the heart of human rights is human dignity. And central to humamidy is

a life free from stigma, discrimination and a commitment to upholding

SOHSNEB2y SQa KdzYky NRIKGADP ¢KAA YShya K2y2d2NAy3a (GKS 5SSOt NraGA2y 27
Commitment on HIV/AIDS promulgated by the General Assembly of the United

Nations and to which Sri Lanka is ansitpry. Dr Nimal Edirisinghe Mr Gamini Wanaskara
Director, Executive Directar

The Stigma Index Report provides, for the first time, an important insightinto  National STI &IDS Control Programme Family Planning Association

the manner of injustice found against peopleavare HIV positive in Sri Lanka Sri Lanka Sri Lanka

It not only reveals that direct and visible injustice occurs, such as verbal
harassmehy domestic abuse, intimate partner violence as well as lost
employment opportunities, but also finds significant levels of invisible or
structural injustice exists.

The many types of injustice found to be perpetrated against people infected Mr David Bridger

with the virus or against people from communities most vulnerable to HIVand  UNAIDS Country Coordinator

AIDS means that their human rights and the opportunities afforded them by  Sri Lanka and Maldives

such rights are gravely diminished. It means that opportunities for people with

HIV and AIDS to confidently live teame full and rewarding lives as those less

affected people are unfairly curtailedKey amongst the many findings of the

{NRA [lFyllty {dA3YF LYRSE wSLERNI N8 (KS KAIK tS@Sta 2F aAydaSNylfAasSR adAady
experienced by people who are infected or affected by HiNd the

GO2NNBSaLR2YyRAYy3I RSOAaA2yaéd GKSe& YIF1S Ay GKS FFLOS 2F GKS YlIyeée adNHzOGdzNY £ 2N
invisible societal barriers in Sri Lankan society. Unfair stereotyping of people

with HIV is linked to prejudicial attitudes and there is a need to strengthen

avenues throughwhich remedies can be sought by those who have been

discriminated against.

As thereportassertsy L ¥ GKS {GA3IYlF LYRSE LRAyGa G2 FyedKAy3IZ Al LRAyGa G2 GKS

need for positive livig ¢ how to live positive, productive and full lives with HIV
¢in Sri Laka® ¢
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